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The Permanent Mission of Belize to the United Nations in its capacity as Chair of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) presented a project proposal comprised of two components, which was approved by the Government of Norway: 

1. Technical assistance: 

To provide the Chair of AOSIS and its membership with essential technical and negotiation support and support in the development and implementation of an AOSIS communications strategy on climate change and sustainable development. 
Under this component, AOSIS, via the Permanent Mission of Belize to the UN, retained a staff of technical experts for the duration of the grant, including:

(1)
Lead Climate Change Negotiator;

(2)
Technical Expert for Climate Change, Oceans and Multilateral Environment Agreements;

(3)
Lead Negotiator for Sustainable Development;

(4)
Technical Expert for Sustainable Development;

(5)
Technical Team Coordinator and Team Administrator;

(6)
Communications Adviser;

(7)
Programme Adviser and Manager

Under the terms of the project, three technical experts were funded through the grant provided by the Government of Norway, as indicated in table 3 of the project proposal. The grant also provided funds, to the extent needed, for travel overheads for AOSIS Chair, AOSIS Lead Negotiator for Climate Change, Lead Negotiator for Sustainable Development, Communication Adviser and Programme Adviser to participate in various regional and international negotiation meetings.

A. Sustainable Development

Second Committee of the UN General Assembly
75th Session (2020)

The Second Committee began its work on 5 October and concluded on 8 December 2020. The Theme for the 75th Session of the Committee is “Building back better after COVID-19: ensuring a more equitable global economy, inclusive societies and sustainable recovery”
Due to the challenges and constraints associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, and the need to keep delegations and UN personnel safe, the Second Committee in like manner as all the other Committees of the General Assembly convened discussions on how best to adjust its method of work and programme for this unprecedented session. Through a decision, the Committee decided to conduct the majority of its work virtually, with the exception of meetings where decisions were to be taken, including votes on draft resolutions, and a limited amount for QCPR negotiations, which were designated to be held as in person meetings.  

As was expected, this year’s session focused on the grave negative impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on developing countries and their attainment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The pandemic notably compounded an already complex situation for many developing countries particularly SIDS who were already struggling to achieve the 2030 Agenda even prior to COVID. The reports to the Committee all highlighted the grim realities of the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on achieving several of the goals. The reports also highlighted the severe impact the pandemic was having on poverty and its disproportionate impact on countries such as SIDS who were heavily dependent on commodities, remittances and tourism. They also estimated that countries will become even more heavily indebted if provisions were not put in place to assist them. AOSIS delivered statements in the General Debate of the Second Committee as well as the relevant agenda items.

Notwithstanding recognition and acknowledgement of these unprecedented challenges for the implementation of the sustainable development agenda, the partners were very reluctant to address these issues in the draft resolutions, and insisted that the paragraphs on COVID and its impacts be toned down, making the deliberations on these paragraphs very contentious.

Belize and AOSIS continued to play a leadership role on several draft resolutions, coordinating on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. Belize again coordinated the draft resolutions on S.A.M.O.A. Pathway, External debt sustainability and development (with Jamaica), Ensuring access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for all, and the QCPR (with Singapore). An explanation of position was put forward by AOSIS following the adoption of the Resolution on Climate Change.

Similar to the previous year’s S.A.M.O.A. Pathway resolution and in line with the parameters set by the Second Committee for the drafting of resolutions, AOSIS focused on specific mandates.  Given the widespread impact of the pandemic it was decided that these calls were to:

I. Consolidate and advance the work on the development of a multi-dimensional vulnerability index, and

II. Convene stakeholders to devise SIDS solutions to their growing debt vulnerability 
High-Level Political Forum

HLPF under the auspices of the ECOSOC (2020)

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the 2020 HLPF was held in a virtual setting in a reduced format. The AOSIS Sustainable Development team coordinated with the SIDS Unit of UN DESA in devising the concept for the SIDS Session of the HLPF on 8 July 2020, entitled “Mobilizing international solidarity, accelerating action and embarking on new pathways to realize the 2030 Agenda and the S.A.M.O.A. Pathway: Small Island Developing States” with a focus on the impacts and recovery from COVID-19. A statement was delivered on behalf of the Group during this session. A statement was also delivered by AOSIS during the General Debate of the HLPF on 17 July 2020.

The AOSIS Side Events convened during the 2020 ECOSOC HLPF were:

Transforming food systems Hand-in-Hand to deliver affordable healthy diets in Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) – 13 July 2020 

The consultations on the 2020 HLPF Ministerial Declaration also commenced in a virtual format on 4 May 2020, with the adoption to take place through silence procedure according to GA decision 74/544 of 27 March 2020, which was extended through subsequent decisions. 

AOSIS engaged in the consultations for the Ministerial Declaration through the G77 & China, facing strong opposition from partner countries on the language proposed by the Group on climate change in paragraph 18. The co-facilitators of the process were informed that AOSIS will not accept the language from the UN 75th Anniversary Declaration to be transposed in the HLPF Ministerial Declaration, and that AOSIS cannot accept weak climate change language that is not action oriented, and doesn't refer to ambitious NDCs in 2020, noting that most of the language AOSIS had proposed, including references to loss and damage had been removed. 

However, the text was transmitted to the President of ECOSOC without addressing these issues. The Chair wrote to the President of ECOSOC on 14 July 2020, re-emphasising these concerns, and stating that AOSIS cannot accept the language “applicable state obligations to the Paris Agreement”. The same text was placed under silence procedure on 17 July 2020, despite the procedural objections of not only AOSIS, but the G77 & China as well. The Chair once again wrote to the President of ECOSOC on 19 July 2020, outlining the procedural and substantive objections, indicating that the basis of the text should be the language presented by the G77 & China during the informal consultation on 1 July 2020, and that the AOSIS could not accept the text that was currently on the table. 

No further amendments were made to the text, and an AOSIS Plenary Meeting was convened on 20 July 2020 to determine the way forward. The Plenary decided to break silence on paragraph 18 of the text, and this was communicated to the President of ECOSOC on 21 July 2020, prior to the conclusion of the silence procedure. 

The G77 & China also broke silence on the text, due to concerns regarding the omission of the language on Foreign Occupation and Unilateral Coercive Measures, OP17 on Trade and Investment, OP 18 on Climate Change, the inclusion of “greener” and “nature based solutions” in OP 13 & 19, OP 24 on ODA and North-South Cooperation and OP 27 on VNR presenters. 

As a result, an agreement was not reached on the text before the conclusion of ECOSOC 2020 cycle, and no outcome document was adopted at the HLPF in 2020. Both AOSIS and the G77 & China expressed a willingness to undertake further work on the text in the 2021 cycle, and the G77 & China has prepared a draft decision for the ECOSOC, on an exceptional basis, to hold a meeting of the high-level political forum on sustainable development and of the Economic and Social Council as early as possible during the 2021 session to reconsider the draft ministerial declaration of the high-level segment of the 2020 session.

The President of ECOSOC has decided to seek advice from the Office of Legal Affairs, as requested by Member States on adopting the 2020 text, and to continue discussions with Member States on whether there is still a need to adopt the text, given the proximity to the 2021 process.

ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development 
AOSIS also engaged in the intergovernmental negotiations on the conclusions and recommendations of the ECOSOC 2020 FfD Forum through the G77 & China. However, as the resulting outcome did not satisfactorily capture the issues and interests that were raised by SIDS, an explanation of position was issued on behalf of AOSIS at the adoption of the document. 

In 2020, AOSIS engaged in the informal meeting of the Financing for Development Forum on Financing a Sustainable Recovery from COVID-19, which was held on 2 June 2020. Interventions were made on behalf of the Group in the panel focusing on debt sustainability, and alignment with climate change responsive approaches.

ECOSOC Operational Activities for Development Segment (OAS)
2020 Segment
The 2020 Economic and Social Council Operational Activities for Development Segment was held virtually over five half-day segments, from 19 May to 22 May and on 27 May 2020, due to the constraints caused by the COVID-19 Pandemic. The Segment was chaired by the ECOSOC Vice-President, under the Theme "Accelerated action and transformative pathways: realizing the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development".  

Despite the unprecedented circumstances caused by the COVID-19 pandemic, this segment was able to show the possibility of business continuity by providing a virtual space for delegations to continue discussing key issues of the UN development system. It also provided further clarity on the two pending mandates, namely the revamping of the regional level and the review of MCOs, while updating on the repositioning of the UN development system as a whole, including the reinvigorated Resident Coordinator system, in order to pave the way for the new QCPR resolution to be negotiated in October 2020 during the 75th session of the UN General Assembly.  

Throughout the Segment, it became more and more evident that the already fragile path to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda was further threatened by COVID-19. The Pandemic highlighted even more the harsh reality of the persistent inequalities between and within countries, which remains one of the most evasive overarching objectives of the 2030 Agenda. As well as, how critical it is for a very urgent, robust and effective post-COVID recovery that will accelerate all efforts to achieve the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals, in order to ensuring that no one is left behind.

Delegations called for the UN development system, through its Resident Coordinators (RCs) and United Nations country teams (UNCTs) to increase its support to governments to tackle COVID-19 and to redouble its efforts in order to assist countries as they build back better post the Pandemic. There was overwhelming acknowledgement of the good job the repositioned UN development system was doing on the ground. However, Delegations and RCs underscored the need to further consolidate the implementation of the reinvigorated Resident Coordinator system, and to continue to work on fostering a cultural and organizational change necessary at entity level and system-wide in an effort to build upon results achieved so far and to make the system more fit-for-purpose.

There was general support for the recommendations of the Secretary-General that aim to make multi-country offices (MCOs) better equipped to support the countries they serve, and the need to move forward to implement the proposed measures. AOSIS again highlighted that not all MCOs cover small island developing states (SIDS) and not all SIDS are covered by an MCO. Therefore, the system’s SIDS response cannot and should not be through the MCO process. The urgency to proceed with ensuring more and better support to countries and territories covered by MCOs, particularly small island developing states (SIDS), was underscored by many AOSIS members and SIDS partners. AOSIS and others expressed appreciation for the proposal to establish a North Pacific Office and the recommendations to strengthen the Offices in the Caribbean region to respond more effectively to the specific needs of those countries and territories. However, AOSIS and several other delegations called for continued consultations with the MCO countries and other relevant stakeholders, in order to flush out the more concrete details and arrangements under the proposals. Looking ahead, delegations joined AOSIS in calling for continuous monitoring and reporting on the implementation of the MCO recommendations, once the proposals are endorsed. 

Delegations recognized that progress was being made at the regional level but called on the Secretary-General to accelerate his measures to revamp that level and to submit his proposals on a region-by-region basis as a matter of urgency, noting that in times of pandemics such as the current one, having a well-functioning regional level was critically important. The importance of harnessing each region’s particularities in the implementation of the reform proposals was stressed. Delegations emphasized that the proposals, including the regional coordination platforms, must not affect the existing mandates of any UNDS entity that operates at the regional level, nor duplicate or undermine the work done by the Regional Commissions. Several Delegations commended the policy leadership, substantive research and convening power of the Regional Commissions. The contribution by agencies, funds and programmes, along with the new offices of DCO, was also noted. The complexity of the regional review process and outcomes were taken into consideration. A number of questions still remained, mostly around Member States’ oversight over various dimensions of the proposals, as well as decision-making processes at regional level. Nonetheless, the importance of a coherent, effective and efficient approach at regional level was acknowledged as a priority. 

Enhanced transparency and accountability continued to be an overarching central theme throughout the segment, and delegations agreed that notable progress has been made in this regard. At the same time, they stressed the need for the system to continue taking steps to strengthen efforts in this area, as well as results reporting that is linked to resources.

Delegations continued to reiterate their longstanding concerns about the funding of the UN development system, including the level of core funding, the small funding base and the continuing competition over resources between UN entities. The chronic erosion of core funding was emphasized as a key limiting factor in delivering better response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and to the funding for programme activities as a whole. It was deemed that the Funding Compact was still too new to have a good gauge as to its benefits at this point, but there was general acknowledgement of progress made on the commitments by both Member States and the UNDS. 

The sustainability of the funding arrangements for the Resident Coordinator system remains a major concern. Delegations indicated the critical importance of the forthcoming review of the Resident Coordinator system, including the way it is funded, which is to take place in 2021, and expressed their anticipation of a receiving a detailed and comprehensive report. As the centrepiece of the reform efforts, the RC system’s funding arrangements must be adequate and sustainable. Also, of importance is to have all Resident Coordinators and UN Country Teams in place in a timely manner. Delegations noted that transition to a new Resident Coordinator system seemed to have been carried out smoothly and concrete results from more and better coordination are already visible, despite a shortfall in the resources raises in the Special Purpose Trust Fund in the first year of operations. It was determined that in moving forward, the full budget of the Resident Coordinator system will need to be capitalized to ensure the capacities, resources and continuity required for the reinvigorated system to live up to its promise. A review of the current hybrid funding model for the Resident Coordinator system will form part of the mandated report on the overall functioning of the reinvigorated Resident Coordinator system that will be submitted to the General Assembly during its seventy-fifth session.

The Segment also determined that in this very unprecedented time at the start of the Decade of Action, and taking into consideration the setbacks spurred on by the COVID-19 Pandemic, that it was crucially important that the next cycle of the QCPR focuses on delivery of services and programmes on the ground, if programme countries were ever to achieve the 2030 Agenda. 

A Chair’s Summary for the 2020 ECOSOC Segment on Operational Activities for the Development was submitted to the President of the General Assembly to serve as an important input for the discussions on the General Assembly resolution on the QCPR during its 75th session.

AOSIS Engagement:

Belize on behalf of AOSIS made interventions during several of the panel discussions, bringing the SIDS perspective to the discussion.  The Chair of AOSIS was a panelist in the session on Responding to needs and priorities of countries serviced by multi-country offices. She took the opportunity to highlight some of the key challenges facing SIDS, which continues to highlight SIDS special circumstance for sustainable development – among some of the elements raised were SIDS vulnerability to external shocks, high indebtedness, remoteness and highly dispersed populace and their overall adverse impacts from climate change, to name a few. She also spoke to the need for the system and development partners to pay more attention to the plights of SIDS and to respond in a more urgent and tailored manner to their challenges.
The general message conveyed by AOSIS throughout the session were as follows: the UN System and its entities must pay particular attention to SIDS and their challenges and incorporate these into their strategic planning, work programmes and policy advice; the high importance of having well-functioning and resourced  Multi-Country Offices in order for them to properly service the countries and territories under them; need for the system to be more transparent, accountable and coordinated at all levels, especially at the national level; importance of the system assisting SIDS with national capacity building and knowledge sharing;  the importance of having a well-coordinated and effective regional and sub-regional level; the need to have SIDS tailored responses that go beyond those in MCOs; and the need for the RC system to be properly funded.  

Belize assisted Singapore in its Coordination on behalf of the Group of 77 and China of the  draft resolution entitled “Progress in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 71/243 on the quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the United Nations system”, which was adopted by ECOSOC on 22 July 2020. The resolution continued to welcome the efforts of the Secretary-General on the repositioning of the RC system, took note of the report on the Development Coordination Office (DCO), welcomed the Secretary-General’s recommendations for the reinforcing of support to the MCOs, but however, only welcomed the efforts of the Secretary-General regarding the regional revamping and failed to endorse those recommendations.
Multi-Country Office Review
In 2016, as negotiations begun for the new QCPR cycle, AOSIS under the leadership of its Chair (Maldives) begun lobbying for a review of the Multi-Country Offices as part of the whole repositioning objective for the UN development system. This resulted in a mandate being given in OP67 of 71/243 to the Secretary-General to conduct a review of the MCOs in an effort to improve services to those countries and also to possibly reduce the number of countries service through an MCO. 

The Secretary-General embarked on a massive repositioning of the UN development system, and the MCO review fell to the side. AOSIS raised the importance of this mandate and continued to pressure the Secretary-General to pay attention to this mandate at every briefing and at every fora. In 2018, noting that nothing was done regarding the matter, AOSIS again insisted that the resolution on the repositioning included a reminder to the Secretary-General to conduct the review (OP4 of 72/279), and then again in the operational activities for development resolution later in 2018 (OP2 of 73/248). 
In September 2018, the Secretary-General assured AOSIS that the review would be conducted, and he subsequently appointed the High Representative of the UN-OHRLLS to help facilitate an intergovernmental consultative process in New York with concerned countries and partners. Through the Transition Team of the Development Coordination Office (DCO) a review team was to be appointed to conduct the review. A Senior Level Steering Committee for the UNDS Multi-Country Office Review, was established in January 2019, with the High Representative of UN-OHRLLS and Chair of the AOSIS (Belize) presiding as Co-Chairs. The Committee comprised of the Permanent Representatives of Antigua and Barbuda (Caribbean region), El Salvador (Non-SIDS countries), Maldives (AIS region), and Nauru (Pacific region), also included representative from the DCO and Transition Team.  

The objective of the Committee was to provide strategic guidance and feedback to the review process and its reporting, while ensuring that the review was fully aligned with the mandate. The Review process commenced on 18 January 2019, in the Pacific Region with an advance team visiting Fiji and S.A.M.O.A. (MCO Host Countries), and the following two countries serviced out of MCOs: Kiribati (medium country context) and Marshall Islands (JPO). The Caribbean Region visit was second and commenced around 20 February 2019, with visits to Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica (MCO Host Countries), St Marten (Territory), Bahamas, Belize and St Lucia (countries serviced out of MCOs); and finally the AIS Region visit was conducted from 23 March to 3 April 2019 in Mauritius on the margins of a Regional meeting. 

The Senior Steering Committee met five times, during that period it received briefings from the Transition Team/Review Team on progress of the review and on its findings from the field visits. The Members of the Steering Committee on several occasions voiced displeasure around the process, the way the reviews were being conducted and also had several questions around the findings and the overall review, including participants, which seemed to focus on high political level representatives and not technical level representatives. 

The Steering Committee was presented a report at its fifth and final meeting, which was to be submitted to the Secretary-General for his report to ECOSOC at its 2019 Operations for Development Segment (OAS) [A/74/73–E/2019/14]. The Caribbean Region objected to the recommendations being proposed for its region and indicated that they would not be able to support them. The Pacific Region on the other hand was satisfied with its recommendations, which were very much in line with their outcomes for the review but agreed to show solidarity with the Caribbean Region and request the Secretary-General to continue consultations. This very position was taken in the 2019 ECOSOC OAS and duly reflected in OP9 of the ECOSOC resolution (E/RES/2019/15). 
Following the ECOSOC OAS, the Transition Team, along with UN-OHRLLS, DCO and the Deputy Secretary-General, held additional consultations with the countries and territories of the Caribbean Region in an effort to address the concerns and to ensure that the recommendations for that region will improve the services of the MCOs on the ground. Agreements were reached and the revised recommendations were presented in the Secretary-General’s report to the 2020 ECOSOC OAS [A/75/79-E/2020/55].

The broad recommendations resulting from the review were as follows: Ensure the right profile of RCs serving in MCOs; elaborate guidance to develop specific Country Plans; support RCs, RCOs and UNCTs in MCOs to develop Country Plans; establish 16 Coordination Officers outposted in countries serviced by MCOs (7 in the Caribbean; 8 in the Pacific; 1 in AIS); coordination function for territories lies with the respective MCO hubs; any additional resources for them will need to be funded outside the SPTF; establish the North Pacific Office (RC, RCO, 4 Coordination Officers included in the 16 total above); establish 2 Regional Coordination Officers (1 in Fiji and 1 in Barbados);  allocate increased funding to MCOs for travel and coordination activities (regional Cooperation Frameworks, country plans, etc) in line with SG’s recommendations and ensure sustainability of resources. No resources will be diverted from one region to the other in this process; and all MCOs will receive the same allocation base from the SPTF, funding will vary on the number of country/territories covered. 
Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) of the operational activities for development of the United Nations System

Belize led a four-person coordinator team on behalf of the Group of 77 and China. Mr. Markus Reisle of Switzerland was the Facilitator of the negotiation process, which begun on 19 October and concluded on 27 November 2020. 

This QCPR cycle focuses on delivery of support and services on the ground. AOSIS, therefore, took the opportunity to advance some very critical elements and focus on SIDS, outside of the 2016 QCPR paragraphs, which spoke generally to the system assisting SIDS through its blueprint the S.A.M.O.A. Pathway (Ops 10 and 11). AOSIS was able to get individual paragraphs for all the countries in special situations, we need to continue to pay particular attention to OP41 on SIDS, OP44 on Middle Income Countries (MICs), and OP101 on LDCs graduation. In addition, we were able to get paragraphs calling for the system and its entities to mainstream a climate- and environment- responsive approach into their programmes and strategic plans (OP29), and to mainstream disaster risk reduction into its integrated policy and operational support to governments (OP37). We were also able to keep the Multi-Country Office matter in the resolution in OP104 where it calls for follow-up, briefing and reporting on the issue, in order to ensure that the new arrangements were meeting the needs of the countries serviced under the MCOs. 
UN Statistical Commission 
AOSIS participates in the commission and side meetings to keep abreast of the work in the subregions, particularly on the development of indicators to monitor the SDGs, and the interest to have specific indicators to monitor the implementation of the S.A.M.O.A Pathway.
AOSIS participated in 51st Session of the UN Statistical Commission in March 2020. 

AOSIS also participated in the 3rd Roundtable on 4 March 2020 
SIDS Partnership Framework
Belize retired its position as a co-chair of the steering committee on partnerships for SIDS at the end of 2019. However it continued to represent AOSIS views to the Partnership Framework and participated as a speaker at the SIDS and Tourism: propelling resilience forward (10 September 2020) event organized by current co-chairs, Malta and Antigua & Barbuda.

SIDS National Focal Point Meetings 

To strengthen linkages between global processes and implementation of the SAMOA Pathway, OHRLLS established and operationalized a network of SIDS national focal points through the inaugural meeting in 2018. 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, in 2020 the National Focal Points Meetings for each region were held in a virtual format with the theme “Enhancing coherence - A focus on the COVID-19 response". The Chair participated and delivered opening remarks in each of these meetings: 21 July 2020 for the PSIDS, 29 July 2020 for the Caribbean, and 4 August 2020 for the AIS.

SIDS Access to Concessional Finance 
AOSIS has consistently engaged with the World Bank and IMF prior to their regular meetings, highlighting the persistent challenges faced by SIDS in accessing financing for development and adapting to climate change. These issues were also reflected in the outcome document of the S.A.M.O.A. Pathway Midterm Review. 

Taking into account the exacerbation of these challenges due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Mission of Belize, UN-OHRLLS and Mission of the UK organized a virtual roundtable discussion on Responding to COVID-19 in the Small Island Developing States: Access to Concessional Finance on 22 July 2020.

With the Commonwealth Secretariat, AOSIS also hosted an event titled “COVID-19, vulnerability and the urgent need for access to finance in small states” on 24 September 2020. 

Following this, the Missions of Belize, Fiji and the UK convened the first Roundtable meeting on SIDS Access to Finance on 20th and 21st October 2020. The meeting brought together participants from SIDS, bilateral donors and multilateral institutions, to engage in a constructive dialogue on access to concessional finance for SIDS, with the aim of establishing an evidenced picture of the challenges, and to move towards practical solutions.

The report of the meeting has been circulated and will frame the conversation for the next engagement on this topic, tentatively scheduled for the second or third quarter of 2021.  
Multi-dimensional vulnerability index

SIDS have repeatedly called for a broadening of the scope of measures used to determine access to concessional finance.  This was a highly contested point during the negotiations for the Political Declaration on the Mid-term Review of the S.A.M.O.A Pathway.  Eventually, the text of the Declaration called for widening measures, taking into account others experiences in this area.  The impact of the pandemic initiated a resurgence of the topic and the specific call to move away from income-only measures became an underlying principle of the AOSIS Debt Statement and later, the SIDS Compact.  

A multi-dimensional vulnerability index is believed to be at the core of broadening measures that determine access to finance.  It also became clear that there were UN agencies that were actively involved in the development of vulnerability or resilience indices.  The RCs in the Pacific and the Caribbean, along with the Caribbean Development Bank are engaged in developing a resilience index.  Meanwhile, UNDP has developed a multi-dimensional vulnerability index.  It also became clear that there was an opportunity to consolidate ongoing efforts of existing processes – UNCTAD, CDP – with the new processes underway, to the extent possible. 

This led to the decision to include this mandate in the 2020 second committee resolution on the S.A.M.O.A Pathway (See above), in addition to the communications by the Chair to the relevant UN entities on 3 June 2020 and 6 August 2020.

75th Anniversary of the United Nations

Taking into account the historic significance of the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations, the need for the international community to reaffirm the special circumstances of SIDS (which is being challenged), and also recognize the leadership of SIDS in multilateralism, AOSIS was actively engaged in the preparations for the commemoration of the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations which took place in a virtual format, with the adoption to take place through silence procedure according to GA decision 74/544 of 27 March 2020, which was extended through subsequent decisions. 

The co-facilitators for the Declaration for the Commemoration of the 75th briefed the AOSIS Plenary on 29 April 2020, and AOSIS engaged in the informal consultations which commenced on 22 May 2020.

Following the conclusion of the informal consultations on the Declaration, a satisfactory text was placed under silence on 1 July 2020. However, shortly thereafter, the President of the General Assembly amended the text, presenting it as a factual revision under a revised silence procedure on 3 July 2020. The amended language included a qualification which stated “applicable State commitments to the Paris Agreement”, which does not accurately reflect the continuing obligations placed on all Member States under the Agreement.

The Chair communicated to the President of the General Assembly as well as the co-facilitators of the process that this language was not acceptable to SIDS, and expressed strong dissatisfaction regarding the process which was followed in amending the text. However, these concerns were not addressed by the PGA.

To determine the way forward, an AOSIS Working Group Meeting was convened on 6 July 2020, followed by an AOSIS Plenary Meeting on 7 July 2020. It was decided that the Group would not break silence on the text, but would convey the Group’s disappointment in the procedure followed in reaching agreement, and state that this language will not be accepted by the Group in any future intergovernmental processes. This was communicated to the President of the General Assembly, as well as the Secretary-General of the United Nations via letter on 9 July 2020, following the conclusion of the silence procedure on 7 July 2020.

AOSIS also coordinated with OHRLLS in organizing Ambassadorial Briefings on UN75, with the Office of the Special Adviser to the Secretary-General on Digital Cooperation and the Commemoration of the United Nations 75th Anniversary on 13 September 2019 and 2 July 2020. 

A statement was delivered on behalf of AOSIS during the High-level Event to Commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the United Nations on 21 September 2020.
Convention on Biological Diversity 

Following the postponement of the 15th Biodiversity COP, and scaling down of the 2020 United Nations Summit on Biodiversity to a reduced format with no outcome, AOSIS joined a Group of like-minded countries in formulating an initiative to revive the momentum and strengthen ambition for Post 2020 Biodiversity Framework. 

AOSIS, the European Union, Bhutan, Colombia, Costa Rica, Finland, Kenya, Seychelles and the United Kingdom, together with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations Development Program (UNDP) and World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) hosted a virtual High-Level Event for Nature and People on 28 September 2020. 

To deliver a concrete outcome at the Event that gives impetus to the work being done in the CBD, the like-minded group formulated a voluntary “Leaders’ Pledge for Nature” which was circulated to all UN Member States on 4 September 2020 for endorsement at a Head of State/Government level. The Pledge garnered 80 signatures from Member States. 

A statement was also delivered on behalf of AOSIS at the UN Biodiversity Summit on 30 September 2020 under Leaders Dialogue 1: “Addressing biodiversity loss and mainstreaming biodiversity for sustainable development”.
Other Meetings with AOSIS engagement:
1. Briefing by UN Secretary General on Priorities for 2020 – 22 January 2020

2. Second Committee Side Event “Disaster Risk-informed and Resilient COVID-19

3. Recovery” (organized by UN DRR, ILO, OHRLLS and UN Women) – 15 October 2020

B. Climate Change
Intersessional Work on Climate Change for 2020

The Chair commenced the year with renewed focus identifying four core areas of action that would guide its work in 2020:

a. Support for AOSIS members on NDCs

b. Strategic planning for effective engagement in the climate change negotiations with a view to:

i. A successful launch of a process to define a new collective finance goal

ii. Robust guidance and rules on markets

iii. Programming direction for loss and damage under the Green Climate Fund’s strategic plan for 2020-2023

iv. Enhanced access through an improved simplified approval procedure at the GCF

c. Strengthened alliances with traditional partners as Least Developed Countries and improved engagement with other developing country groupings as well as the larger Group of 77 and China under the leadership of Guyana

d. Close collaboration with Germany as incoming Chair of the European Union and the United Kingdom as the President of COP26 to support the drive for ambition and implementation

As the year progressed and with the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chair made the necessary adjustments and continued to work diligently in a virtual format. 
Placencia Ambition Forum 2020

On 20 to 22 April, 2020, the AOSIS convened the first ever AOSIS led Virtual Conference on climate change entitled “The Placencia Ambition Forum”.

The Forum included a series of regional and interregional dialogues exploring opportunities for ambitious low-carbon development and adaptation, focused on the areas of Energy, Transport, Adaptation and Building Resilience, and Financing Ambition. These dialogues were preceded by a High-Level Opening Plenary, followed by a summary of the key messages in a High-level Closing Plenary, which also commemorated Earth Day. A Chair’s Declaration was adopted at the conclusion of the Conference.

As a follow-up to the Placencia Ambition Forum, AOSIS also convened the following events:

1. High-Level Dialogue: Accelerating Energy Transition in Small Island Developing States to Stimulate Post Pandemic Recovery (co-organized with IRENA) – 1 June 2020 

2. SDG Business Forum 2020 Session on Energy: “Catalyzing Finance and Investment for the Achievement of SDG 7” (moderator) – 23 September 2020

3. Sustainable Maritime Transport for Small Island Developing States (as part of the Enroute to COP26 High Level Transport Event) – 1 December 2020  
AOSIS Climate Change Workshops

In line with its continued commitment to strengthen internal communications, systematize coordination of AOSIS lead thematic negotiators and build capacity within the membership, AOSIS Chair facilitated capacity building workshops that would respond to the needs and requests of the membership.  
AOSIS Coordinators’ Video Conference (2020):

Recognizing that 2020 would be yet another crucial year for SIDS, the Chair hosted a video conference for coordinators to reflect on the outcomes of COP 25 and to discuss how AOSIS could strategically approach the priority issues for SIDs leading up to COP 26.  

The meeting discussed the outcomes of COP 25, provided an update on meetings that had occurred since the start of 2020, proposed areas of focus for 2020, provided information on proposed coordinators preparatory workshops leading up to the intercessional in June and the COP in November, provided an update on the NDC initiative and provided a general overview of the Placencia Ambition Forum which was scheduled to take place on 20 – 22 April 2020 in Placencia, Belize.

The video conference took place on March 4, 2020 one week before the WHO declared COVID-19 a global pandemic.

AOSIS Coordinators’ Strategy Workshop (2020):

Given the challenges associated with the COVID-19 global pandemic, the AOSIS Chair convened a virtual two-day Coordinators’ Strategy Workshop on May 12 -13 to reflect on AOSIS’ priorities for 2020 and to develop a focused strategy for moving the priority issues forward during the global pause and leading up to COP 26.  
The workshop provided an update on the outcomes of the Placencia Ambition Forum (PAF) and the Petersberg Dialogue before moving into thematic discussions. There were four thematic discussions: Common Timeframes, Article 6 – Markets, Transparency, and Finance.  Each session addressed a key issue of importance for AOSIS and sought to develop a strategy for how AOSIS could move each of the issues forward during the intercessional period leading up to the SBs and COP 26. This was followed by an open discussion which focused on AOSIS’ overall strategy for engagement leading up to the SBs and COP 26 taking into account upcoming meetings and events, bilateral engagements, alliance building and outreach.

On Common Timeframes, it was agreed that it was important to hear from AOSIS members on this issue. In order to engage with members, AOSIS would:

· Host an internal technical workshop that would address the technical aspects of this issue and link the CTF to the PA goals

· Conduct a survey to determine level of understanding of CRF and its linkage to the wider context of the PA goals and to assist with the development of a group’s position.

On Article 6 – Markets, it was agreed that AOSIS would:

· host Technical workshops / Zoom calls on SOP and OMGE

· commission a technical paper on numbers to support discussions 

· political outreach to build support for AOSIS positions – LDCs, AILAC, African Group

· San Jose principles – AOSIS Chair to encourage members to sign on and introduce to the private sector

· Address matters of urgent concern, e.g., CORSIA and CDM

On Transparency, it was agreed that the transparency group would keep working on the basis of the list of recommendations provided by the transparency coordinator and expand the discussion with the LDC Group and AILAC.

On Finance, it was agreed that AOSIS would:

· Provide inputs to the SCF on the needs assessment

· Coordinate with G77 on the needs assessment report

· Provide input on the definition of climate finance

· Long-term finance: political discussion 

· New collective goal: will commission a technical paper with a more detailed framework and conduct outreach with AOSIS members

· Hold separate session to discuss the links with adaptation finance and loss and damage

As a follow-up to the Coordinators Strategy Workshop, the Chair carried out a series of thematic workshops, webinars and meetings to facilitate ongoing exchange of views on AOSIS priority areas. In addition to the thematic sessions, the Chair conducted three capacity building workshops for AOSIS members with the support of the CASA program. 

Thematic Workshops and Meetings: 

Transparency (June 2020)

The first of the thematic meetings was transparency which took place on June 30, 2020 via Zoom.  The objective of the meeting was to allow the transparency coordinator to share information with AOSIS transparency negotiators on the work that had transpired during the first half of 2020 and to discuss with the group how best to move the technical work forward for the remainder of the year.

During the meeting, the Coordinator provided an update on the work conducted from January to June 2020, looking specifically at: the OECD-CCXG meetings, bilateral conversations with Chile, the Petersburg Dialogue, and a request from the US for discussion with AOSIS on 2 July.  The Coordinator then solicited feedback on the Durban Forum for Capacity Building. An open discussion among the transparency team ensued on how the group could move the technical work forward for the remainder of 2020 and whether there were specific areas of work that AOSIS could work on in the intersessional period.  As a result, the group developed a work program for the remainder of 2020 which included additional meetings, technical workshops and the bi-lateral meeting with the US.

AOSIS Internal Strategy Workshop on Adaptation (July 2020)

AOSIS members met virtually on 27 July 2020 via zoom to reflect on AOSIS’ priorities on adaptation for 2020 and to develop a focused strategy for moving priority issues forward leading up to SB 52 and COP 26. Taking into account the lack of progress on adaptation issues at COP25 and intersession gaps due to the COVID19 pandemic, the views reflected by members will guide AOSIS’ engagement during informal sessions and meetings, including discussions with the COP 26 Presidency. 

The workshop discussed issues relating to the Adaptation Registry (Paris Agreement, Article 7.12), the Report of the Adaptation Committee, National Adaptation Plans, the Global Goal on Adaptation. The Adaptation coordinator also provided a reap of adaptation matters that had been covered during the period January to July 2020. These included the Virtual meeting of the Adaptation Committee (AC 17) which took place 24-27 March 2020, the June Momentum with took place from 1-10 June, and Informal discussions with the UK Presidency on 22 May.  The workshop concluded with a strategic discussion on issues for SB52 and COP 26. The inputs would allow the Chair and coordinators to adequately prepare for subsequent session(s) and to steer the negotiation process moving forward.  

AOSIS Article 6 Internal Workshop (July 2020)

The AOSIS internal session on Article 6 took place on 29 July 2020 via zoom. The objective of the session was to allow the Markets coordinator the opportunity to share information with AOSIS article 6 negotiators on the work that transpired during the first half of 2020 and to discuss with the group how best to move the technical work forward for the remainder of the year.

AOSIS / GCF Dialogue (August 2020)

AOSIS hosted an open dialogue with the Green Climate fund on 10 August 2020 via Microsoft teams. The objective of the dialogue was to update Members of AOSIS on the ongoing work of the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and its future work in the context of the constraints presented by COVID-19.  It was intended to foster a frank exchange across participants representing Nationally Designated Authorities, Direct Access Entities, SIDS Board Members, and climate change negotiators to identify challenges and opportunities to improve SIDS access to climate finance.  

During the first session, the GCF provided an update on GCF engagement with SIDS includingcurrent portfolio, measures to support readiness and to improve access, and opportunities on the horizon for further engagement with SIDS including especially on loss and damage. It also addressed GCF and Private Sector Investments in SIDS.

An open discussion followed with participants sharing the challenges that SIDS are currently experiencing with GCF related work and ways in which the GCF could help. Participants also provided feedback on the Simplified Approval Procedure (SAP) and other issues to be addressed to the Board and the GCF Secretariat.  

At the conclusion of the dialogue, participants requested a copy of the GCF presentation and a breakdown of GCF engagement with SIDS.
AOSIS Finance Workshop (August 2020)

The AOSIS Finance Workshop took place on 11 August 2020 via Microsoft Teams.  The objective of the session was to assess the impact of the postponement of the SB sessions and COP 26 on the climate finance agenda, to discuss expectations for COP26 in light of the postponement, identify technical work to advance priorities during the intercessional period, and consider an overall strategy leading up to COP26.

The finance coordinators provided a brief review of COP25 outcomes, and an update on work related to the climate finance agenda including in relation to work being carried out by the Group of 77 and China, Cartagena Dialogue and other entities. They covered the following topics: 
i. Long-term finance and 9.5 process
ii. Biennial Assessment and Needs Assessment 
iii. New collective goal 
iv. Transparency - Reporting tables 
v. Adaptation – Board, GGA  
vi. Loss and Damage  
A facilitated strategic discussion followed focusing on the elaboration of concrete steps to advance priorities and expectations.  Participants were asked to recommend type of work or engagement, by whom, with whom, at which forum, at what level, in what timeframes and types of expected deliverables or outcomes.  Specific recommendations emanating from the discussions included:

1. AOSIS Team to seek information on the UNSG 100 billion report

2. AOSIS Bureau Member to propose to the Bureau the need for a progress report on the 100 billion, including through a facilitated dialogue by the COP Presidency. Recommend coordination with LDC Bureau Member
3. AOSIS to advocate during the climate week for delivering the 100 billion and a follow up at the December commemorative event of the fifth-year anniversary of the Paris Agreement

4. AOSIS to advocate through the Financing for Development workstreams for specific policy options and finance for SIDS

5. AOSIS Chair to write to donors to advocate for allocation of climate finance to SIDS.

6. AOSIS to refine terms of reference for a paper on the new collective goal to include the importance of aligning the collective goal to country needs and to elaborate possible finance pathways by sector, with a caution to avoid an overly complicated process.
Common Timeframes Workshop (August 2020)

The Common Timeframes (CTF) Workshop took place on 12 August 2020 via Microsoft teams. The objective of the CTF Workshop was to reflect on AOSIS’ priorities as they relate to Common Timeframes focusing specifically on the technical aspects of CTF and its link to the Paris Agreement (PA) goals.  

The workshop looked at the need for a common timeframe within the context of NDCs, mindful that the discussion was still inconclusive, heard from experts on how AOSIS could advance its position on CTF, and put forward recommendations on next steps and options for AOSIS to advance internal discussions and conduct external outreach. 
At the conclusion of the workshop, it was agreed that:

· AOSIS needs to reach an agreement on the length of CTF and the date by which a decision should be made, considering the urgency of reaching the 1.5oC degree goal

· Identify allies and engage with them on strategic approach regarding process and substance

· Develop a strategy that delivers on the selected CTF

Internal Capacity Building Workshops and Webinars

Long-term Low Emissions Development Strategies Workshops (August 2020)

As a follow up to the NDC Workshop which took place in August 2019, the AOSIS Chair with the support of the Climate Ambition Support Alliance (CASA) programme contracted Ricardo Energy & Environment to conduct two virtual workshops to assist AOSIS members in the development of their long-term low emission development strategies (LT-LEDS). In order to facilitate participation of AOSIS members from all three regions, the first workshop took place on August 5th and was repeated on August 6th via Microsoft teams.

The workshops were focused on long-term low emission development strategies (LT-LEDS) and had the following objectives:

· To discuss key issues related to LT-LEDS, for example:

· why are they important?

· what does a good LT-LEDS look like?

· how can they be developed?

· To share information on LT-LEDS processes in different AOSIS countries

· To discuss possible solutions to common problems.
The workshop was structured in two main sections, the first of which looked at the background of LT-LEDS, their main elements as well as requirements and recommendations for developing an LT-LEDS. The second section looked at the recommended steps for LT-LEDS development process. During the workshops, five countries gave presentations on their national experience with LT-LEDS preparation: Tonga, Bahamas, Fiji, Singapore and Papua New Guinea.

The two workshops were very successful. They were well attended and there was good interaction between participants. The workshops highlighted the fact that AOSIS members are at very different stages in the LT-LEDS process and that any follow up support might need to be more targeted. That said, the diversity in country situations regarding LT-LEDS meant that there was a strong element of peer-to-peer exchange and learning.

At the conclusion of the workshop, possible areas for further support on LT-LEDS under the CASA programme were identified and included:

· Capacity building on analytical and modelling approaches to long-term target setting and emissions scenario development.

· Deep dive sessions on LT-LEDS development for specific sectors.

· Templates for LT-LEDS development.
Modeling Workshop (November 2020)
Following on the LT-LEDS workshops, the Chair was able to secure support through the CASA programme for further capacity building for its members.  The options for further support identified at the conclusion of the LT-LEDS workshop was circulated among the membership requesting feedback on which of the options were of highest priority for members. Based on the feedback, the chair once again secured the technical expertise of RICARDO to conduct a modeling workshop. 

In order to facilitate the participation of all AOSIS members, two sessions of the modelling workshop were held. The first session took place on November 19 at 8:00 a.m. (EST) to facilitate the Caribbean and AIS regions. The second session took place at 4:00 p.m. (EST) of the same day to facilitate participation of the Pacific region. Both sessions were delivered via Microsoft Teams. 
The objective of the workshop was to build the capacity of AOSIS members in modelling. The workshop focused on the projections of GHG emissions and had the following objectives:
· To give an overview of GHG emission modelling, for example:

· What are projections?

· What can modelling help with?

· How are future emissions estimated?

· To share information on the types of modelling approaches and tools available to AOSIS countries

· To discuss possible approaches that AOSIS countries could take to modelling their GHG emissions.
The workshop was structured into three main sections, the first of which gave an overview of the foundations: what are projections, what is a model, what can modelling help you with, how are future emissions estimated, what is a scenario and how does modelling work. The second section was a presentation of hands-on modelling experience by RICARDO of modelling GHG projections for Lebanon’s iNDC using the Long-Range Energy Alternatives Planning (LEAP) tool. Finally, the third section was an overview of the modelling approaches and an introduction to several modelling tools.

The workshops were well received with participants expressing interest in further capacity building workshops that would allow for a deeper dive into modelling approaches. 

Financing Adaptation Workshop (November 2020)

Through the CASA programme, the Chair also secured support from Ricardo Energy & Environment to build AOSIS’ members capacity in strengthening the adaptation narrative and accessing finance for adaptation action. 
Despite being amongst the most vulnerable to climate change, adaptation funding for AOSIS members is much lower than the present and future adaptation costs. Whilst most of the focus has been on mitigation rather than adaptation, AOSIS members have the potential to access more adaptation funding. 

An adaptation workshop was delivered on November 18th, 2020 via Microsoft teams.  The workshop focused on the following topics:

· Share information on adaptation needs and challenges of AOSIS members as stated in their adaptation communications

· The level of investment identified to implement their adaptation action

· The financing landscape for adaptation or mitigation action with adaption co- benefits 

· How AOSIS members can access the available financial resources

· To discuss possible solutions to common adaptation funding problems. 

The workshop was structured in two main sections, the first of which looked at the background of climate adaptation, adaptation actions in AOSIS countries and how to prioritize them. The second section looked at the financial resources available and how to access them. 

Each section was followed by an interactive session where participants presented their experience of designing and implementing adaptation measures and accessing finance for climate adaptation and shared their approaches, solutions, lessons learned and any barriers that they faced. Towards the end of the workshop, case studies were presented by participants from Vanuatu and Barbados. 

NDC Platform Exchange Webinar Series (August - October 2020)

AOSIS worked closely with the Caribbean Cooperative MRV Hub/UNFCCC Regional Collaboration Centre, the NDC Partnership, UNDP Climate Promise and the InterAmerican Development Bank to plan and implement the Caribbean NDC Support Virtual Exchange Platform Webinar series which focused on the following technical aspects of the NDC revision process.
· NDC Submission Process and Applying the Katowice Guidance on ICTU for NDCs

· Integrating Adaptation and DRR in NDCs

· Linking Sustainable Development and NDCs

· Accounting and Tracking Progress for NDCs

· Caribbean/Pacific SIDS exchange: NDC revision/update process and ICTU guidance

· Costing and Financing of NDCs and tracking of Climate Finance.

November Climate Dialogues

The 26th meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP 26) was originally scheduled to take place in Glasgow in November of this year; however, due to the COVID-19 pandemic COP 26 was postponed to 2021.  In order to keep climate action and momentum alive, The UNFCCC held a series of virtual dialogues which included mandated events and updates from constituted bodies. 

The Dialogues were conducted under the guidance of the Chairs of the Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) and the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA), as well as the Chilean Presidency of COP 25 and the incoming UK Presidency of COP 26. 

While the Dialogues did not replace the formal negotiations, it provided an opportunity for Parties and stakeholders to continue the discussion on key issues. Several closed sessions took place on outstanding negotiation issues, including Article 6 of the Paris Agreement (market and non-market mechanisms) and common time frames for nationally determined contributions.  These discussions were aimed at increasing common understanding among Parties in order to ensure progress towards a decision at COP 26. 

The dialogues achieved its objective of implementing key tasks scheduled for 2020 and reflecting on progress made by the constituted bodies throughout the year; however, it is less clear how effective it was in terms of advancing or moving the outstanding issues forward. 

Loss and Damage / Standing Committee on Finance

The Loss and Damage coordinator prepared the following key points that that could be included in a submission on finance for loss and damage bearing in mind that it is early days in the implementation of the Madrid mandates (including the establishment and operationalisation of the ASEG), and it is hard to know, at this stage, where there might be gaps or a need for reinforcement by SIDS Parties:

· Remind the SCF of the Madrid mandate in decision 2/CMA.2, para 37, for the Ex-Com to engage and strengthen its dialogue with the SCF by providing input on the draft guidance.

· Highlight the establishment of the expert group on action and support (ASEG) and its mandate to include the para 37 mandate in its plan of action.

· In this respect, provide an update on the implementation of the ASEG's plan of action in reaching out to the SCF.

· Address any perceived gaps in the Ex-Com's (ASEG's) work and / or provide additional guidance that is more appropriately given at the Party level, focused, in particular, on the specific needs of SIDS.

Informal Meeting on Further Actions against Climate Change (hosted by Japan and Brazil)

As the Chair of AOSIS, Belize attended the annual informal meeting which was held from 14-15 March 2019.  All major groups and negotiating parties were represented. From AOSIS, in addition to Belize, Singapore and the Maldives were in attendance.

The meeting provided space for the incoming COP 25 President to elaborate its vision and for

attendees to address their own vision of the COP 25, as well as the main objectives. A representative of the SG’s Special Envoy presented on the Climate Summit and the UNFCCC Secretariat presented on the new budget.
Cartagena Dialogues for Progressive Action

The Dialogue for Progressive Action, more commonly known as the Cartagena Dialogue, is a forum for countries seeking ambitious outcomes in the UNFCCC process. They work within and across negotiating blocs seeking convergence on positions. Belize is not a member but was invited as an observer in its role as the Chair of AOSIS. Antigua and Barbuda is a member of the Cartagena Dialogue.

Petersburg Climate Dialogue

The 11th Petersberg Climate Dialogue was held on 27 and 28 April 2020 in a virtual format. These dialogues commenced in 2009 to prepare for COP 15 in Copenhagen where it was anticipated that a new climate change agreement would be finalized. Germany invited Ministers and Heads of Delegations from a select group of countries to provide the political momentum to finalize the agreement. Belize participated in its capacity as AOSIS Chair.
Ministerial on Climate Action
The Fourth Ministerial Meeting on Climate Action (MoCA) was convened by the European Union, Canada and China Virtually on 7 July 2020. Belize participated in the meeting in its capacity as the Chair of AOSIS. 
UN Security Council 

Although issues of peace and security are generally outside the mandate of AOSIS, the Group does coordinate and engage on the discussions that take place in the Council relating to Climate Change under rule of procedure number 37.

The first statement delivered by Belize as the Chair of AOSIS was at the open debate convened by the Dominican Republic on “Addressing the impacts of climate-related disasters on international peace and security” which took place on 25 January 2020. 

AOSIS also delivered a statement at the open debate convened under the Presidency of Germany on “Climate and Security” which took place on 24 July 2020.

Other Events and Meetings with AOSIS engagement:

1. Informal Lunch with Incoming COP Presidency – 5 March 2020

2. Inaugural Meeting of the UN Group of Friends of Climate Adaptation and Resilience (organized by UK and Egypt) – 12 June 2020

3. Group of Friends of Climate Change (organized by France and Morocco) – 10 July 2020

4. Global Youth Forum on Next Generation Leadership (organized by YOUNGO and March for Science) – 12 August 2020

5. Building Climate-Positive and Resilient Global Food Systems (organized by UK, Ethiopia, WFP and UN Foundation) – 14 September 2020

6. Opening and closing session of the UNFCCC November Dialogues – 23 November 2020

7. Leader Level Climate Ambition Summit to mark the Fifth Anniversary of the Paris Agreement (organized by the Office of the Special Advisor of the UNSG on Climate Action) – 12 December 2020. 

Side Events Organized by AOSIS

1. Leading the Way: Raising Ambition for Climate Action (co-organized with the LDC Group) – 5 December 2020 

2. Linking the work of the WIM to concrete and practical options (co-organized with OHRLLS) – 10 December 2020

3. SIDS at the Forefront of Climate Action (co-organized with OHRLLS and UNDP) – 11 December 2020 

4. Dialogue with the Executive Director of GCF (co-organized with Norway) – 27 January 2020 

5. Virtual Island Summit (partnered with Island Innovation) – 7-13 September 2020

6. Leading the way: Raising Ambition for 1.5°C-compatible Climate Action (co-organized with the LDC Group) – 25 September 2020 

7. Island Resilience Forum (co-organized by YOUNGO and March for Science) – 29 September 2020 
8. Harnessing wave energy to enhance the development of Small Island Developing States (co-organized with Finland, Portugal and Antigua & Barbuda) – 2 October 2020 

9. Science not Silence Forum (co-organized by YOUNGO and March for Science) – 12 December 2020.
C. Oceans

UN Oceans Conference 2020 (postponed)

In line with the existing mandate from the 2017 UN Oceans Conference, AOSIS engaged in the informal consultations for the Modalities Resolution for the 2020 UN Oceans Conference (73/292), which took place in February 2019. AOSIS also coordinated and engaged in the preparatory meetings for the Oceans Conference which took place starting on 4 February 2020, providing inputs on the themes for the interactive dialogues, as well as the elements for the Declaration which would be adopted at the Conference. 

Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the informal consultations were indefinitely postponed. AOSIS submitted a written statement as well as textual comments on the draft text on 19 March 2020.

Virtual Intersessional Work on BBNJ

AOSIS participated in the intersessional forum convened by the President of the BBNJ Conference, aimed at progressing work during the intersessional period due to the postponement of IGC 4. 

A submission was made on behalf of AOSIS in the session on Access and benefit-sharing with regard to marine genetic resources and the role of the institutional arrangements proposed in Part VI of the Revised draft text of an agreement.

International Seabed Authority

Following an Ambassadorial level meeting with the Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority on 4 June 2020, the Chairs of LDCs, LLDCs and AOSIS agreed to convene a briefing to inform Member States of the work being carried out under the ISA, and encourage closer engagement in the substantive work.

The briefing was convened by the 3 Groups in partnership with the OHRLLS on 25 June 2020.

Work of the International Law Commission on Sea-Level Rise

AOSIS Members have played a central role in promoting awareness and discussion around the socioeconomic, political, and legal issues associated with sea level rise (SLR). Thanks to their efforts, the International Law Commission (ILC) included the topic “Legal implications of sea-level rise” in its programme of work in 2019. Since then, the ILC Study Group for this topic has determined it will consider three issues under this topic: (1) law of the sea, (2) statehood, and (3) protection of persons. The study group released a First Issues Paper related to the law of the sea issue in February 2020. An Issues Paper on the subsequent two issues is scheduled for release in 2021. 

As it is imperative that States submit examples of State practice and their views on the relevant international law in order to facilitate the work of the Study Group, the Chair of AOSIS circulated a template for preparing submissions, and circulated it to AOSIS on 22 October 2019. A Statement was also delivered on behalf of AOSIS under this Agenda Item during the 75th Session of the General Assembly.

Side Events: 

1. Online briefing Session on Maritime Boundaries and Sea Level Rise in the Pacific (organized by PIF, DPPA and OHRLLS) – 2 July 2020
D. SIDS Response to COVID-19

Mobilization of Funds for immediate responses

Recognizing the challenges that many SIDS were facing in acquiring the necessary resources for immediate responses to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chair organized a meeting with the UNDP on 26 March 2020 for them to brief Members on their policy and programmatic response to COVID-19, and give an opportunity to provide feedback.

A meeting was also organized with the Multi Partner Trust Fund Office regarding the UN Covid-19 Response and Recovery Fund on 16 April 2020, during which AOSIS Member States highlighted the issues in accessing the fund. Following this meeting, the Chair, with the support of Norway, advocated for a SIDS specific window in the fund to overcome these challenges and also conducted extensive outreach to partner countries encouraging donations to the fund which were ear-marked for SIDS. 

The Chair also requested the Deputy Secretary General to prepare a list of sources of funding that were available to SIDS and the AOSIS Fellows compiled a list of multilateral funds that were accessible to SIDS that detailed the eligibility criteria, expenses covered and application procedures for multilateral funds, both of which were circulated to AOSIS Members. 
Information on the Impacts of COVID-19 in SIDS

The COVID-19 Pandemic unfolded in SIDS with tremendous repercussions.   The impacts to the health systems and economic activity that form the basis of SIDS economies were severely affected.  In May DESA prepared a policy brief
 that set out the most comprehensive impacts of the pandemic in SIDS.

The Chair met with the USG of OHRLLS (7 April 2020) and USG of DESA (16 April 2020) to discuss the specific challenges of SIDS and how the UN System could assist in addressing these. AOSIS plenary briefings were organized with the Deputy Secretary General (30 April 2020), the ASG for Climate Change (29 April 2020), FAO (7 May 2020) and UNCTAD (27 July 2020) to provide an opportunity for Member States to highlight issues and concerns in this context. 

AOSIS also delivered a statement at the 31st Special Session of the UN General Assembly held in response to the COVID-19 pandemic on 3-4 December 2020.

AOSIS Debt Statement

Based on reports emerging out of development banks and SIDS national governments, it became abundantly clear by summer 2020 that the pandemic was ballooning the debt of these States and their economies were already in freefall. 

Supported by AOSIS technical experts, the Chair prepared an AOSIS Statement on Debt (A/74/943) disseminated on 9 July 2020 that set out the impact the pandemic was having and calling for specific measures from the international community that would provide urgently needed fiscal space, starve off protracted debt distress and allow SIDS to recover sustainably. 

The AOSIS Debt Statement became the basis for SIDS engagement in the many discussions on the impacts of the Pandemic and the calls for unified action and support to countries in special situations.

The SIDS Compact

The AOSIS Debt Statement called for specific actions that were aligned to SIDS contexts and needs.  As discussions progressed in the various engagements on the impact of COVID-19, AOSIS decided it would be better for the Group to detail these specific actions itself.  

The SIDS Compact utilizes the framework of the ‘special case’, a range of options at multiple scales and over different timeframes to address the varying contexts of individual as well as regional small island developing states.  The Compact calls for the design of new and the enhancement of existing financial instruments to guide SIDS economies through this period of crisis and create a responsive system that moves away from income-only measures for access to finance and addresses the systematic issues that prevent access to finance.

The need for the SIDS Compact has been highlighted in all relevant discussions, and AOSIS has continued to advocate for the operationalization of the options contained therein. 

Champions for the SIDS Compact

It is apparent that solidarity for the SIDS Compact will need to extend beyond SIDS.  It will ultimately require support from a range of actors.  In this regard, the AOSIS plenary agreed to enlist the support of well-known personalities who understand and share the desire to have SIDS cause elevated.  These persons, as a result of their work or position would have the influence needed to move SIDS issues forward.  These proposed champions will not have deciding power but will use their convening power to share SIDS messages to arenas where SIDS might not have access. 
Financing for Development in the Era of Covid-19 and Beyond

On 28 May 2020, Canada, Jamaica and the Secretary-General convened a High-Level Event to join forces with Heads of State and Government, international organizations, and other key partners to enable discussions of concrete financing solutions to the COVID-19 health and development emergency for everyone. In follow up to the High-Level Event on May 28th, six Discussions Groups were convened to address questions of external finance and remittances, jobs and inclusive growth; recovering better for sustainability; global liquidity and financial stability; debt vulnerability; private sector creditors engagement; and illicit financial flows.

Although the Chair did not participate in the discussions, several AOSIS members participated as co-convenor, co-leads and discussants in the various workstreams. 

AOSIS also co-organized a discussion on debt risks for SIDS with OHRLLS on 21 August 2020, aiming to develop concrete policy options for SIDS as an input to Discussion Groups IV and V.

Belize’s representative spoke in the meeting of Ministers of Finance on the impact of the pandemic on SIDS and reiterated calls for SIDS solutions: the SIDS Compact.  Several SIDS Heads of State participated in the high-level event
 on September 29.

COVID-19 Omnibus Resolution

Taking into account the disproportionate impacts of COVID-19 in SIDS, and the need for these to be reflected in the consolidated omnibus resolution on the response, AOSIS engaged in the Townhall Meetings convened by the co-facilitators commencing on 21 May 2020. 

AOSIS positions were refined through regular Working Group meetings as negotiations progressed, and conveyed to the co-facilitators in the subsequent meetings on 12 June 2020, 13 July 2020 and 24 July 2020. The main issues of contention that were of priority for AOSIS was the language on climate change, the special circumstances of SIDS, and unilateral coercive measures. At the conclusion of the informal consultations, AOSIS also provided written comments to the co-facilitators on 21 August 2020, to be taken into account in the development of the final text.

The final text which was presented by the co-facilitators was missing some critical elements, including waiving of unilateral coercive measures and reference to loss and damage. It also had weak language on means of implementation in the context of climate finance. At the AOSIS Working Group convened on 11 September prior to the adoption, it was decided that AOSIS would deliver a statement at the adoption highlighting these issues, and also vote in favour of the amendments proposed by the Group of Like-minded countries on unilateral coercive measures. 

Side Events Organized by AOSIS

1. Changing the Trajectory: Integrated Resilience Thinking and COVID-19 Recovery Towards 1.5°C (co-organized with IFRC, LDCs and UK) – 15 June 2020 

2. Virtual roundtable discussion on Responding to COVID-19 in the Small Island Developing States: Access to Concessional Finance -  22 July 2020
3. Reimagining Tourism in Post-pandemic Small Island Developing States (co-organized with UNDP and UN Foundation) – 1 September 2020 

4. COVID-19, vulnerability and the urgent need for access to finance in small states (co-organized with Commonwealth Secretariat) - 24 September 2020

5. Challenges and Solutions: Helping the World’s Most Vulnerable Adapt and Build Back Better (co-organized with the Permanent Missions of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Netherlands and the United Kingdom, and co-organized by the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) and the Global Commission on Adaptation (GCA)) – 30 September 2020 

AOSIS MEDIA ENGAGEMENTS: 2020 

1. Innovative Financial Approaches Key to Unleash SIDS Economic Potential 
7 July 2020 

Inter Press Service News Agency Op-ed - http://www.ipsnews.net/2020/07/innovative-financial-approaches-key-unleash-sids-economic-potential/ 

2. Small islands need a debt shakeup to survive climate and Covid shocks  

Climate Home Op-ed - https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/07/16/small-islands-need-debt-shakeup-survive-climate-covid-shocks/ 

3. Vulnerable states urge EU to link recovery funds to tougher 2030 climate target
Climate Home Article (following letter to EU) - https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/07/17/vulnerable-states-urge-eu-link-recovery-funds-tougher-2030-climate-target/ 

4. Climate fund for poor nations vows to drive green COVID recovery 
Reuters Article (GCF) - https://news.trust.org/item/20200822151229-sqfnr/ 

AOSIS Press Release - https://www.aosis.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/GCF-Press-Release.pdf
5. Promoting the COVID-19 needs of small island states an 'uphill battle' 
Devex Article (VIS Press Conf.) - https://www.devex.com/news/promoting-the-covid-19-needs-of-small-island-states-an-uphill-battle-98049 

6. AOSIS Press Conference
Ahead of Climate Week and the UNGA 75th anniversary, AOSIS convened a press conference, which can be viewed through this link. 

AOSIS Press Release - https://www.aosis.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/AOSIS-Media-Briefing-Press-Release.pdf
7. Hit by COVID and climate change, island states battle debt crisis
Following AOSIS Press Conference) - https://news.trust.org/item/20200914163706- oqc36
https://www.malaymail.com/news/money/2020/09/15/hit-by-covid-and-climate-change- island-states-battle-debt-crisis/1903255
https://www.climate-refugees.org/spotlight/2020/9/16/debtrelief https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2020/09/16/small-island-developing-states- drowning-in-debt-seek-relief-from-donor-countries/
8. ‘Climate change and debt are sinking us’: Small island nations cry for help
Hindustan Times Article (AOSIS Press Conf.) - https://www.hindustantimes.com/world- news/climate-change-and-debt-are-sinking-us-small-island-nations-cry-for-help/story- NPjBwZjHWspSQgF1wovgbI.html
9. Young climate activists start own climate talks after Cop26 delay
The Guardian UK Article

- https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/15/young-climate-activists-start-

HYPERLINK "https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/sep/15/young-climate-activists-start-own-climate-talks-after-cop26-delay?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other" own-climate-talks-after-cop26-delay?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
10. The climate crisis will sweep away my country if the world doesn't keep its promises
The Guardian (Int'l Edition) Op-Ed (President Kabua, RMI)

- https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/sep/21/the-climate-crisis-will-sweep-away-
my-country-if-the-world-doesnt-keep-its-promises
11. Leading the Way: Raising Ambition for 1.5°C Compatible Climate Ambition
Joint AOSIS and LDC Group New York Climate Week Virtual Event Press Release

http://www.ldc-climate.org/press_release/leading-the-way-nycw-2020/
12. 13 Nations Join Samoa and the Movement to Unite the World Behind the Science
KBC Media

https://www.einpresswire.com/article/527669899/13-nations-join-samoa-and-the-movement-to-unite-the-world-behind-the-science
Dallas Innovates

https://dallasinnovates.com/13-nations-join-march-for-science-samoa-and-more-to-unite-the-world-behind-the-science/
13. Ballooning debt cripples poor countries’ hopes of green recovery from Covid
Climate Home News

https://www.climatechangenews.com/2020/10/15/ballooning-debt-cripples-poor-countries-hopes-green-recovery-covid/
14. US Elections/ US leaving the Paris Agreement
EURACTIV – High Stakes for Earth’s climate future in US vote

https://www.euractiv.com/section/climate-environment/news/high-stakes-for-earths-climate-future-in-us-vote/
S&P Global – How the US election could still turn the tide for global climate action

https://www.spglobal.com/marketintelligence/en/news-insights/latest-news-headlines/how-the-us-election-could-still-turn-the-tide-for-global-climate-action-60674200
The Washington Post – The US will leave the Paris climate accord on Nov. 4th but voters will decide for how long. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2020/10/30/us-paris-climate-agreement-trump-biden/
CNN – The US election is a vote on climate change for the whole world

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/11/01/world/us-election-climate-crisis-intl-dst-hnk/index.html
Le Monde - Les Etats-Unis ont quitté l’accord de Paris... mais c’est l’élection qui sera décisive pour le climat
https://www.lemonde.fr/planete/article/2020/11/04/les-etats-unis-sortent-officiellement-de-l-accord-de-paris-mais-c-est-le-vote-americain-qui-sera-decisif-pour-le-climat_6058492_3244.html
New York Times – The US Left the Paris Climate Pact. Allies and Rivals are Pressing Ahead.

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/11/04/climate/paris-agreement-us-election.html?referringSource=articleShare
Carbon Brief – US election: Climate experts react to Joe Biden’s victory

https://www.carbonbrief.org/us-election-climate-experts-react-to-joe-bidens-victory/amp?
BBC – Joe Biden: How the president-elect plans to tackle climate change

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-54858638
The World – Paris agreement gets ‘new lease on life’ under Biden, climate advocates say

https://www.pri.org/stories/2020-11-13/paris-agreement-gets-new-lease-life-under-biden-climate-advocates-say
15. UK hosts discussion on better access to finance for Small Island Developing States
Breaking Belize News

https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2020/10/26/uk-hosts-discussion-on-better-access-to-finance-for-small-island-developing-states/
16. Lessons from the Kyoto Protocol
AOSIS Blog post – Carlos Fuller

https://www.aosis.org/2020/11/02/lessons-from-the-kyoto-protocol/
17. Climate Dialogues Opening Remarks by Mr. Carlos Fulle
AOSIS Blog post 

https://www.aosis.org/2020/11/23/aosis-remarks-climate-dialogues-opening-2020/
18. Launch of the AOSIS Oceans Report
AOSIS Press Release 

https://www.aosis.org/2020/11/24/international-framework-for-laws-governing-deep-sea-depends-on-the-technological-readiness-of-small-island-states/
Island Voices video - https://youtu.be/UNnxj_vyB4w
19. The Climate Question – A degree away from carnage
BBC Climate Podcast Series Episode 3 feat. Ambassador Felson

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/w3ct0xb1
20. A SIDS Moment in December – AOSIS 30th Anniversary event
AOSIS Press Release

https://www.aosis.org/2020/12/21/nauru-maldives-and-st-lucia-announce-new-climate-action-plans/
Breaking Belize News – Minister of Foreign Affairs participates in Small Island event marking 30th anniversary

https://www.breakingbelizenews.com/2020/12/04/minister-of-foreign-affairs-participates-in-small-island-event-marking-30th-anniversary/
Event Recording and all individual video segments can be viewed here
21. The PM’s address at the 31st Special Session of the UNGA
Amandala

https://amandala.com.bz/news/the-pms-address-at-the-31st-special-session-of-the-un-general-assembly/
22. CARICOM Moment of Ambition
The Daily Herald (St. Maarten) – ‘CARICOM Moment of Ambition’ held on eve of Paris Agreement’s 5th Anniversary

https://www.thedailyherald.sx/regional/caricom-moment-of-ambition-held-on-eve-of-paris-agreement-s-5th-anniversary
13 December 2020

CARICOM Today – Launching Paris – A CARICOM Moment of Ambition: Snapshots of Member States NDCs

https://today.caricom.org/2020/12/15/launching-paris-a-caricom-moment-of-ambition-snapshots-of-member-states-nationally-determined-contributions/
23. Is ‘dynamic’ Paris Agreement proving enough to combat climate change?
China Dialogue

https://chinadialogue.net/en/climate/is-dynamic-paris-agreement-proving-enough-to-combat-climate-change/
24. The US will soon rejoin the Paris climate accord. Then comes the hard part
The Washington Post

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2020/12/22/biden-paris-climate-accord/
Activity 2: AOSIS Strategy and Coordination Activities
This component aims to help overcome financial and technical barriers faced by SIDS in developing and coordinating group positions in major international fora. This component will support AOSIS strategy and coordination meetings for all AOSIS, not just related to the activities outlined in the Technical Assistance component of this proposal outlined above. 

Given that AOSIS experts on climate change are typically based in their respective capitals, it is important to create opportunities for the AOSIS Chairman to enable the Group to identify key strategic priorities and plan responses to dynamic international negotiation processes underway. This is particularly important  in the period of 2020-2022 as we seek to actualize the implementation phase of the Paris Agreement, and ratchet up our efforts to mobilize  an urgent increase of mitigation ambition during “Our Decade of Ambition” in  line with the IPCC Special Report on 1.5 C  In the climate change context this component would include additional AOSIS preparatory days in advance of COP 25 and other UNFCCC meetings for which support for the participation of AOSIS thematic coordinators will be required.  In the sustainable development and Ocean context this component would include meetings of AOSIS experts in advance of various negotiating processes. In addition, in 2020, AOSIS Chair plans to finalize an assessment of science and technology capacity building needs of SIDS in relation to the conservation and sustainable use of marine resources in a changing climate.

Activity 3: PSIDS Oceans Related activities

In communication with the Permanent Mission of Fiji, we were informed that this component aims to build capacity for PSIDS in Oceans related matters including: ocean diplomacy, participation in the upcoming Oceans 2020 Conference; improvement of evidence based indicators for PSIDS on ClimateOceans policy through data collection, research, programme management and other Oceans related activities. These activities will be undertaken prior to the 2020 Oceans Conference and lead into the UN Decade of Oceans Science for Sustainable Development that will be launched in 2021.

It is important to highlight that Belize, in its capacity as Chair of AOSIS, was not involved in any of the activities outlined above and only facilitated the transfer of the funds approved by the Government of Norway to the Permanent Mission of Fiji to the United Nations that was coordinating the efforts of the PSIDs.  
The Chair of AOSIS was in contact with the Permanent Mission of Fiji to the United Nations and informed them of the UNDP requirements for the disbursement of Funds.  They were alerted that in order to request the second disbursement they had to expend 80 percent of the funds obtained in the first tranche in order to be able to request any additional funds.  They were also informed that they had to account for all expenditures, documented with receipts and vouchers of all expenses paid with those funds.  

The funds were transferred to the Permanent Mission of Fiji in two tranches, the first one amounted to US$75,000.00 and was transferred during the second quarter of 2020 on May 27th, 2020.  At the end of the second quarter AOSIS Chair contacted the Permanent Mission of Fiji inquiring if they had expended the funds and if the Chair should request any additional funds.  The Chair was informed that the US$75,000.00 were expended and requested the remaining amount of the funds - US$125,000.00.  The chair submitted the request for the second tranche amounting to US$125,000.00 and the funds were transferred to the Permanent Mission of Fiji on August 4th, during the third quarter of 2020.
At the end of the project, the Chair of AOSIS contacted the Mission of Fiji to inform them that the Chair would be submitting its final financial report and requested information on the total amount funds expended and all the supporting documentation in order to include it in the final report to UNDP.  The Permanent Mission of Fiji to the UN informed that they were going to return all the funds (US$200,000.00) to the AOSIS Chair’s bank account indicating that due to the pandemic they were unable to implement the activities they had planned and as such did not use the funds.
The funds were returned to UNDP on 12th January 2020.

Activity 4: Travel
This component will be used to support participation by AOSIS representatives, including AOSIS Permanent Representatives to the UN and other appropriate AOSIS high-level representatives, on an as needed basis, in the several important external and informal meetings with the aim to explore options and obtain the necessary support for raising ambition on issues related to sustainable development, oceans and climate change negotiations. 

With the spread of the COVID 19 Pandemic, all activities that were planned under this activity were cancelled and were held virtually.   

� https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/publication/un-desa-policy-brief-64-the-covid-19-pandemic-puts-small-island-developing-economies-in-dire-straits/


� https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/financing-development/heads-of-state-and-government-meeting/statements





